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HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


NOKKE, BELGIUM. for golden sands, bathing, 

sand-yachting, sports and entertainments, 
easy reach of the famed Cities of Art. 
excellent meals, English spoken, highly recommended 
Inclusive charge Jume-Sept. £7 per week. July-August 
£8. Write for brochure to Mr. Georges Lictaert, Hotel 
Britannique, 3] Avenuc van Bunnen, Knokke, Belgium. 


RRUGES, BELGIUM. Toc H parties 
ā> and individual visitors to this lovely 
old city are offered good accom- 
modatian and excellent meals in a 
very friendy atmosphere at HOTEL 


Jacons. English spoken, strongly 
recommended. Write for brochure 
and terms to Mr. Jules Lietaert, 


Hotel Jacobs, 1 Baliestraat, Bruges, 
Relgium. 


PXAWLISH, South Devon Open 
2 4)| the year. Comfortable, friendly, 
well-appointed. Send for brochure 
and spccial terms for winter residence 
or Spring hotidays to Henry Buckland, 
Charlton House Hotel. 


TIOLIDAYS IN CORNWALL — 

St. Austell ideal centre for whole 
county, comfort and welcome at 
“Roschearty'', 31 Margaret Avenue, 
St. Austell. 


SLE OF WIGHT. Summer Chalet 
to let, delightful situation on 


beach. close to buses Wagner, Auld 
Reckie, Gurnard, To.W. 


ASSISTANT WARDEN for Bir- 
4% mingham Probation Hostel for 
boys aged IS to 18. Salary accord- 
ing to experience with maximum of 
£650 plus £30 for Children’s Certifi- 
cale. Deductions for board, lodgimgs 
and laundry £120, Local Govern- 
ment Superannuation Scheme. Private 
room, bath and toilet Some ex- 
perience in dealing with youn 
peop'e needed. Applications with 
recent testimonials and names of 
referees to R. V. Wadsworth, 48 
Bunbury Road. Birmingham, 31. 


LD TOC H JOURNALS, collez- 
= uon extending over many years 
offered to Branch in return for cast 
of carriage. Details from K. L 
Jones, St. David's. Amenbury Lane, 
Harpenden, H 


Within 
Modem Hotel, 


A LL DESIRING SPRING HOLI- 

DAY with real warmth, comfort 
znd good fure, please write for free 
brochure Yacuncies from April 11 


onward Twin-bedded from 6} gns. 
Central heating all rooms. Singles 
(Annene) from 8 gns., including 
gratuities and carly tea. Breakfast 
in bed af desired and other free 
services, 2 lounges (T V.). Note: 
This well known winter resort is 


sheltered und Spring is usually ideal. 
Premier position near Churches, Sun 
Lounge, Pavillon, Theatres, etc 
Kindly state probable month of visit. 
Now booking for Summer also 
Normanhurst, Sea Front, St 
Leonards, Sussex. 


“BREECH WOOD" Private Hotel, 
Queen's Road, Shanklin, 1.0.W. 
Telephone 2390. Open all the year 
round, HW. & C. water in all bed- 
rooms: good cuisine and table, near 
sea and shops, etc.; Homely. Bro- 
chure on request. Personal super- 
vision Mr. & Mrs. J. Cole. 


ARAARRIED COUPLE 
iyi children) for boys’ 
Hostel in Birmingham. Man us 
assistant Warden. Salary accardin: 
lo experience with maximum of £650 
plus £30 for Children’s Certificate 
Wife for light domestic duues at 
hourly rate. Deductions for board, 
lodgings and laundry £120 cach. 
Local Government Superannuation 
Scheme. Own accommodation with 
bath and toilet. Applications with 
testimonials and names of referces 
to the Secretary, 14 Weoley Park 
Road. Birmingham, 29. 
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THERE HAVE BEEN a number of instances where the article 
“Leaflet Raid", written by Vic Brown and published in the 
November ‘60 JourNAL, has sparked off good results. “The 

Leaflet Annual General Meeting of LEAFLET RAIDS 
z UNLIMITED will be held by St. Albans 

Raids Branch at St. Paul's Hall, Blandford Road, 
St. Albans, on Thursday. May 3, at 8 p.m.” Branches who 
have undertaken a Leaflet Raid during the past twelve months 
are asked to send in a return to George W. Bruton, 69 Beech- 
wood Avenue, St. Albans, not later than Maundy Thursday, 
April 19, and also to let him know of any promising projects 
planned for the current year. Results so far to hand show that 
Leaflet Raids have been responsible for increases in strength 
varying from one to fiftcen new members per raid. 


MANY PEOPLE have been asking about the way in which the 
new Mental Health Act, which came into force in 1960, is 
going to affect those mentally ill and their families. Recent 
Mental changes in the general arrangements for 
Health helping them, together with a more en- 
lightened public attitude, are based on the 
belief that they should remain part of the community. instead 
of being shut away from others. To obtain the best results, 
this calls for co-operation between medical and local authori- 
ties. voluntary bodies and the general public. A very useful 
booklet The Citizen and Mental Care, published at 1s. Od. 
(postage 4d.) by the National Council of Social Service, con- 
tains a large number of questions that people have already 
asked, together with helpful answers. and is warmly com- 
mended to every ‘live’ Branch anxious to help in a nation- 
wide problem. 
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FOUR YEARS AGO, RaJaiAH D. Paur, formerly Hon. Toc H 
Commissioner in India, laid down the office of Hon. General 
Secretary of the Church of South India on the grounds that 
Thay ose it had become a full-time job for a younger 
Hard man. Jn the ensuing period he has been far 
from leading a ‘retired’ life and his newly- 
written book Chosen Vessels was published last November. 
Now, the Synod have pressed him to resume the office of 
Hon. General Secretary and, at the same time, to become 
Chairman of a Commission set up to examine the question 
of integration and joint action between the Church of South 
India and the Missionary Societies supporting its work. 
‘R.D’s’ many friends will not be altogether surprised to know 
that he has agreed to undertake both these jobs and that, 
consequently, his plans for a life of retirement and study 
have been postponed in favour of a further two years’ stretch 
of ‘hard labour’. 


THIS YEAR promises to break all records for the Toc H parties 
going to Belgium and Holland and the bookings have been 
coming in very well indeed. The attention of anyone toying 
ai with the idea of joining a party is drawn to 
cir g the full list printed in the February issue of 
the JourNAL. In this connection, CHARLES 
JACKSON asks us to say that facilities for witnessing Sanguis 
Christi will also be available to the members of the party he 
is leading. Individual bookings for the Old House, and all 
general enquiries, should be made with the OLD House 
SECRETARY, Toc H Headquarters, 15 Trinity Square, E.C3. 


A SCHEME to provide a normal seaside holiday for any 
physically handicapped person, who is not bedridden, is 
being operated this summer by the Federation of St. Raphael 
Help for Clubs. The place is Caister Holiday Camp, 
Handicapped near Gt. Yarmouth, the date Friday, 
n pp May 25-Friday, June i, and the cost for an 
adult £5 10s. Od. “In order to operate the scheme” writes 
‘Goldie’. the Hon. Secretary, “we do need full-time volunteers 
at the Camp, especially fit (plus, plus, plus) young men who 
want a week's holiday (?) and to finish up physical wrecks. 
We do not wish to hide the fact that this is real hard graft 
and that every night they will go to bed tired out. Tired out 
through helping someone to have just one week of happiness. 
For the next fifty-one weeks they can feel happy themselves, 
knowing that they are fit to enjoy their own lives, whilst their 
newfound friends return to being unfit for another year.” 
For further details write direct to him: A. Keith Golds- 
worthy, 18 Queen Elizabeth Avenue, King’s Lynn, Norfolk. 


To Publish Abroad - II 
Publicity and Public Relations 


JOHN CALLF 


YT IS WORTH drawing a rough distinction between 

what we mean by “publicity” and “public relations”. 
In simple layman’s language, publicity tells people what 
we do, public relations tells people what we are. 


Public relations is concerned to create the right ‘image’ 
of Toc H in the minds of as many people as possible— 
the whole nation for preference. Now, images, once 
established in the public mind, are very hard to alter or 
efface. First impressions tend to be lasting ones, which 
makes it mighty important to get a good. durable image 
at the start. 


Take the case of the Mormons. | know next to nothing 
about their religion, but I wouldn’t mind betting that the 
first fence that Mormon missionaries have to clear in 
this country is the general reaction, “Mormons ? Oh yes, 
umpteen wives apiece and all that.” The fact that 
Mormons renounced polygamy years ago has by no 
means effaced the original impression on the national 
consciousness. Correcting the picture must take up a lot 
of their time and energy. 


Coming back to Toc H, we can see that it has deve- 
Joped in all sorts of ways undreamt of by the foundation 
members who came back from Flanders. But the greatest 
amount of attention paid to it by the press, quite 
naturally, was in those early days whilst Toc H was still 
a new thing. Inevitably therefore the first impression that 


R4 


Yo PUBLISH ABRuAD--11 85 


Toc H made on the national consciousness was of an 
ex-Service image. The Prince of Wales lighting what the 
press often called “Lamps of Remembrance” from the 
Lamp in memory of his friends killed in the Great War: 
a khaki-clad soldier, complete with tin hat, standing 
behind him; Branch Lamps mostly dedicated to the 
memory of men killed in the war; army jargon and the 
use of the Binyon verses, all these could not but create a 
certain definite image of Toc H in the mind of the man 
in the street. 


In saying this there is not the slightest wish to repudiate 
our origins or to disparage them. The origin and the 
evolution of Toc H is a story that we shall always be 
proud of. The important thing is to get across to the 
public that Toc H is not just a society with a great past 
walking backwards into the future. As Gilbert Williams 
used to Say, it’s not just a matter of “O God Who hast 
so wonderfully made Toc H”—past tense—but to realise 
that God is still wonderfully making it. 


Television 


When our friends of ABC Television said they would 
like to put Toc H on “Sunday Break” they clearly wanted 
to do us some good. They wanted to put on something 
that would be good for people, especially young people, to 
look at and at the same time would leave a useful lasting 
“image” of Toc H. The object they set themselves was to 
convey that Toc H is for young men as well as old and 
that young men are being trained for future leadership. 
Hence the focus on Dor Knap and the two young 
members in the studio. The concentration on the young 
men was an over-emphasis on one side but deliberately 
so to compensate for the public image of Toc H as a 
society for ‘old sweats’. It ts significant that our ABC 
friends should have thought this the best service they 
could render us. 


Public relations can be seen to be primarily a Head- 
quarters concern—making what use we are ever able to 
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get of the mass media of communication. Chances don’t 
come all that often. We are only one society among 
hundreds, after all, and considering our size we don’t do 
it at all badly. At the same time there is a lot of support- 
work that local Branches can do in the field of public 
relations. There are often little ways in which they can 
help to get the right image across and at the very least 
they can stop themselves from putting over the wrong 
one. 


Publicity—what Toc H does—is on the other hand 
primarily the job of the local Branches. Local papers are 
usually very willing to give space to what local societies 
are doing, particularly if there are interesting angles that 
can be worked in. In a later article CoLIN WINTLE, our 
Press Adviser, will have some tips to give on how 
Branches can do their stuff to the best effect. 


National Press 


Probably the best thing that Headquarters can do in 
the matter of publicity is to enable the Branches to 
do their stuff. Publicity is not so easy at the national 
level. National newspapers require stories of national 
interest, and what may interest us inside the Movement 
may be of negligible news value to the public as a whole. 
Never a big national Toc H Festival goes by without 
some indignant protest from members about the absence 
of reports or photographs in the national press, as though 
Toc H Headquarters had imposed a gag on all news. 
The simple fact is thai national rallies are ten a penny 
and few papers take a scrap of interest in our invitations 
to send reporters along or in our press “handouts”. 


The popular national press is chiefly concerned with 
either big news or else sensational stuff—rows, odd 
goings-on, shocks and the like. It is very rare that we 
can provide them with that kind of thing. This is why 
local publicity is far more likely, far more desirable, than 
the national variety. It is an old, true classic that the 
day that Toc H got most publicity in the national press 
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was the night of an Albert Hall Festival when a cat 
walked calmly across the platform under the nose of the 
Prince of Wales. That really hit the headlines ! 


Summing it up then public relations, what we are, is 
chiefly a Headquarters operation calling for close support 
from the Branches. Publicity is chiefly a Branch respon- 
sibility with close support from Headquarters by all 
available means. 


Now you know. What are you going to do about it ? 


Coming back to the T.V. programme, did it succeed in 
its object? I know of one north country member who 
first thing on Monday morning after the broadcast was 
confronted by two young colleagues in his office. “You 
never told us that Toc H was not just for ex-Servicemen”, 
they accused. It all goes to show. 


ia RS Falck Se Tek me ear bie NO. l 
HAPPY FAMILY: This photograph, taken last summer, shows 
a number of ‘characters’ living at Mark XI, Leicester. The figure 
seated centre is the then Hon. Warden, Bos OLLE, who has since 
married from the Mark. The two ladies are Miss SuTcH (House- 
keeper) and Miss Lewis (Cook) who will both be returning soon to 
Prideaux House. Mark III, Hackney. Seated next is the Mark 
Padre. the Rev. DEREK BUXTON. 


Our Summer Festival 
In London, June 16-17, 1962 


Saturday Morning : 


Rendezvous on Tower Hill... . Toc H and Women’s 
Association H.Q. will welcome visitors. 


Saturday Afternoon, 3.30 p.m. 


FESTIVAL SERVICES 
OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING 
in a number of historic churches (see page 113) 


Saturday Evening at 7 (doors open 6.30) 


FESTIVAL EVENING 
IN THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 
Programme will include items contributed by Areas 
. .. Music by the Band of the Scots Guards... 
Procession of Lamps and Banners. .. . 
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Sunday Morning : 


A further opportunity to meet on Tower Hill... 
worship at All Hallows or elsewhere . . . visit Toc H 
H.Q. or Crutched Friars House... . 


Sunday Afternoon: 
By road, rail or river to the South Bank for 


THE FAMILY GATHERING 
in the 
ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL, 


commencing 2.00 p.m. A full programme until 
about 4 o'clock 


“Out of many into one” 


The Second Notice regarding the Festival was des- 

patched to afl home units at the beginning of 

February. Please ensure that all the necessary action 

on this is taken without delay. Seats will be allocated 
on the basis of first come first served. 


Ss hic x ` 
The Royal Festival Hall 


Youth and Toc H 
A Challenge 


JACK TREFUSIS 


ECENTLY the Lord Mayor of London, Sir 
I FREDERICK Hoare, called a meeting at the Mansion 
House to implement cne of the major themes for his 
year of office “Youth and Leadership”. Besides him, 
there were seven other speakers addressing representa- 
lives from just on forty organisations connected with 
youth. It was an inspiring evening. 


The outstanding point which developed was the vital 
necessily of encouraging youth to become part of the 
community and to create in themselves a sense of respon- 
sibility by rendering forms of service to it thus instilling 
in them a sense of the deeper spiritual values in human 
life. 


As a stepping-stone, speakers emphasised how impor- 
tant it was for ordinary well placed people to come to 
teenage youth clubs—of both sexes—and talk to the 
members and obtain their interest. This did not mean 
giving a ‘talk’ so much as dropping in from time to time 
and showing interest. Obviously, if they have some 
experience or skill of interest to the young members such 
as travel, sailing. climbing, etc., so much the better; but 
the essential point was to obtain their interest and their 
friendship and so develop from there. 


Now, surely, this is a direct challenge to us! The 
Lord Mayor, as an old Marksman, was heard to remark 
that it was his Toc H training which had led him to call 
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the meeting. So what about it fellow members? Much 
has been done already and much has failed—but still 
there are the individual Branch efforts which go un- 
heralded and unsung. Let us hear more about them ! 


What about it London ? How many helpers have come 
forward in answer to the call for help from the Isle of 
Dogs in the January issue of the Toc H London 
Broadsheet? How many other clubs are wanting 
similar help ? 


And in the provinces, what is happening in the 
Northern Area, in Sunderland for example? And in 
other areas, in particular Nottingham, Leicester, Worces- 
ter and Exeter ? Can Scotland tell us something of their 
approach to this problem ? 


Abroad, there must be many useful jobs being under- 
taken. What about hearing from Sao Paulo and their 
approaches to Brazilian youth; from Melbourne, and 
perhaps Madras and Bangalore in India? What about 
the Trivandrum group in Southern India and their work 
for youth? Can Johannesburg tell us something about 
their efforts ? 


All this information can be of vital use to the Toc H 
movement in its work for youth and eventually for its 
very existence, for this is the material on which we must 
build the membership of the future. Let us have it then 
and let us take the lead so ably given by the Lord Mayor 
of London. 


THE STILL CENTRE 
AN ANTHOLOGY OF 
THE BORDON COMPANY 
Price 4s. 6d. (postage 6d.) 


OBTAINABLE FROM AREA OFFICES, 
OR DIRECT FROM TOC H PUBLICATIONS DEPT. 


Elder Brethren 


‘With proud thanksgiving...” 


ANDERSON.—On December 29, the Rev. FREDERICK INGALL 
ANDERSON, C.M.G., aged 87, formerly an Assistant Chaplain 
General and a member of Boldre, Hants. Elected January, 1925. 

AppLesy.—On January 19. CitarLes FREDERICK EDWARD 
APrLERY, aged 76. a member of Enfield Branch. Elected 27.3.°56. 

Besr.—On January 9, ARTHUR WILSON BEST, aged 61, a member 
of Great Crosby Branch. Elected 10.4.'59. 

BricHouse.—On December 24. WALTER J. BRIGHOUSE, aged 
76, a member of Welshpool] Branch. Elected 28.12.°43. 

BRown.—On September 12. GrorGe Lockwoop Brown, aged 
56. a member of Oughtibridge Branch. Elected 4.2.57. 

CLARKE.—On January |, JOHN FREDERICK CLARKE, aged 67, a 
founder member, once of Talbot House, Poperinge, a member of 
several Branches and latterly of Sandown, I.o.W. Elected 3.2.38. 

Darke.—On January 8. CHRISTOPHER DARKE (‘Dirk’), aged 67, 
a member of Worcester Branch. Elected 1922. 

DrEDMEN.—On January 13, Davin DEDMEN, aged 61, a member 
of Chandlers Ford Branch. Elected 16.7.°57. 

Fox.—On December 31. the Rev. HAROLD EDDISON Fox, aged 
51. a member of Eltham Branch. Elected 26.2.49. 

GREENFIELD.—On January 11, DouGLAS MORLEY GREENFIELD, 
aged 43, a member of R.H.H.I. Branch. Elected 6.4.57. 

HaMILTON.—On January 5, JAMES HAMILTON, O.R.E.. aged 80. 
a founder member of Kingsbridge Branch. Elected 20.12.°33. 

Jacques.—On November 21. CYRIL LESLIE Jacques, aged 55. a 
member of East Ham Branch. Elected 24.9.°56. 

Jones —On January 26. Trevor Jones a founder member of 
Rusthali Joint Branch. Elected 7.11.'36. 

McGraine.—On January 4. HaroLp McGRaine, aged 78. a 
member of Halifax Branch. Elected 15.12.36. 

ORGAN.—On December 26, FRED ORGAN, aged 59, a member of 
East Ham Branch. formerly of Bilston and Hastings Branches. 
Elected 14.6.°51. 

PaRDOE.—On December 29, JAMES ERNEST ParDOE, aged 73. a 
member of Netherton Branch. Elected 10.3.°37. 

Pecney.—On January 11, Tuomas Pecuey, aged 76, a founder 
member of Wells-next-Sea Branch. Elected 30.9,°49. 

i Punes. —On January 2. the Rev. J. Timoruy PriLuirs. aged 
79, a member of Portmadoc Branch. Elected October. 1948. 


Price.—On January 6. WiLLiaM THOMAS Pricr, aged 60, a 
member of Chirk Branch. Elected (7.7.44. 
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RICHARDSON.—On January 22, the Rev. ARTHUR JAMES 
RICHARDSON, aged 58, a member of Andover Branch. Elected 
11.12.39. 

ROTHWELL.—On December 22, in London, JaMes HARRY 
ROTHWELL, aged 48, a member in Bombay since 1941. Formerly 
North India Regional Commissioner. 

SEFTON.—On December 15, EDWARD SEFTON, aged 76, a mem- 
ber of Eastbourne Branch. Elected 25.2.51. 

STRUCKETTY.—On January 22, StoNcy HERBERT STRUCKETT, aged 
86, a member of Tonbridge Branch. Elected 16.5.°46. 

WarREN.—On January 10, FRANK MOUNTAIN WARREN, aged 71, 
a member of Rochford Branch. Elected 12.6.52. 

WEATHERALL.—On December 30, WILLIAM GEORGE WEATHERALL, 
a member of Knowle Branch. Elected 3.11.39. 


In Memoriam 


CHRISTOPHER DARKE 


At the end of World War I, in which he had served from 
1914 as a young volunteer, ‘Dirk’ returned to the West 
Midlands and resumed his teaching career; first in Coventry 
and later in Birmingham. In those early years of Toc H 
when the infant movement was fast spreading, he proved 
himself to be a vital link between the ex-Service members 
and the newcomers who were too young to have served in 
the Forces. A gently humorous outlook allied to a strong 
sense of purpose enabled Dirk, in the role of District Pilot, 
South Birmingham, to transmit the essence of Toc H, some- 
times to the most unlikely people. A love of music was but 
one of his many enthusiasms, and this he successfully shared 
with School and choir. Many a schoolboy learnt from Dirk 
the way to fashion and play a recorder, made from the leg 
of a second-hand bamboo table. At the other end of the scale, 
he maintained a keen interest in the Three Choirs Festivals 
and was an active member of the Festival Choral Society. 
In 1931 he was appointed Headmaster of St. Paul’s School, 
Worcester, where in earlier days he had been a pupil. Chair- 
man of Worcester Branch until illness struck him last 
November. Dirk’s whole life resounded with 


... Delight in simple things 
And mirth that has no bitter springs ; 
Forgiveness free of evil done, 
And love to all men 'neath the sun. 
F.GC. 


FAR CRY 
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Contributed by GEOFF MARTIN 


Talbot House in 1961 


FT IS NOT CUSTOMARY to publish the Old House 
accounts separately in the Annual Report. but a 
number of friends are always interested to know how the 
House is faring financially. The total result is that in 
the last financial year our income was £1,234 and 
expenditure £1,092, leaving a credit balance of £142 
compared with a loss of £44 the previous year. The main 
sources of income can be condensed into these group- 
ings : — 


Residents’ receipts , £497 
Various donations ry 110 
“Friends of Talbot House” ; 130 
Sale of publications 53 
Interest on investments ... 444 

£1,234 


The surplus is very welcome for the library ceiling 
and wall have had to be renewed and the outside wall 


apoien; our profit will help to pay a necessarily heavy 
ill. 


Every year Mrs. Gwen TETT and the ‘Friends’ contri- 
bute moral support and money; this makes a powerful 
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combination, and they are generous with both. There 
were about 180 of them at the recent reunion at 42 
Trinity Square. 

During the past year SyLvAIN VANDEWALLE has dug 
out many of the old and rather derelict shrubs in the 
garden and replaced them with an excellent variety of 
new shrubs, most of them gifts. If Sylvain worked 
professionally instead of for love of the House, the 
accounts each year would be noticeably different. 


Three items and then we will stop: eight bedside 
cupboards have now been installed in the bedrooms; new 
kneelers are in the Chapel; over half the first supply of 
the coloured transparencies of the Old House and Ypres 
has been sold already. 


With the Services 


HENRY BUCKLAND 


EW OF US have the opportunity of seeing the 
A inside of a Toc H Services Club and even fewer the 
privilege and pleasure of working in one. Here, in 
Germany, we have five clubs serving the troops somewhat 
as during the war years, only now as well as the soldiers, 
their wives and families come to think of Toc H as a 
little bit of England and a friendly place. Each Club has 
its own personality, a reflection of those in charge, and 
no two clubs are alike. 


At Munster, a vast barracks-like building requires a 
great deal of imagination and work to overcome all its 
faults and provide a bit of atmosphere. One needs to be 
more than just a jack-of-all-trades here, for in addition 
to the canteen, kitchen and bakery, a considerable trade 
in gifts, souvenirs, toys and games is done and the 
intricacies of the newspaper and bookshop trade has to 
be mastered if the supervision of the German staff is to 
be effective. 
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Berlin has its own problems. With sleeping accommo- 
dation for fourteen to seventeen persons, one has to be 
something of an hotelier. Not many come up from the 
zone on leave now, but there are soldiers who stay on 
local leave, a honeymoon couple are in at present, an 
R.A.F. family with two small girls who move into 
quarters next week, a military policeman and his wife 
turned out of civilian rooms and looking for a flat—these 
are the people who, when in difficulty, are turning to 


Toc H. 


In this crisis city, completely ringed by communist 
walls and barbed wire, where families have been sepa- 
rated by force of arms and young men and women 
become so desperate for those freedoms (which we take 
for granted) that they will chance minefields, tommy 
guns, and swim ice-cold canals to attain them . . . it is 
surprising that the ordinary life of the West Berliners 
continues so normally. They remind me in many ways 
of the Londoners facing the nightly raids, friendly people 
with a ready wit and making light of the difficulties. 


Loyal service 


Four ladies have each given fourteen or fifteen years 
service to this Toc H Club and it says very much for their 
loyalty that they have provided continuity under a 
succession of British Wardens. “Toc H would find you 
in the middle of a sewage farm if necessary” was a 
remark made by an officer which underlines the reputa- 
tion we have with the mobile canteens. Here again, much 
credit is due to the skill of the young German drivers 
who take the vans along the roughest of forest tracks to 
find a handful of men. 


We still need the right kind of British staff however. 
Toc H men and women with experience in the catering 
trades for instance, could help us give a better service and 
probably reduce running costs. Have you any qualifica- 
tions we could use ? 


MULTUM 


Yr LES 
Secretary, Notts. 


WHEATLEY, Area 
& Derby. 
1955 has now 
moved to Newcastle on 
appointment as Northern 
Area Secretary. 


yz W. J. (Bill) Harris has 
been appointed to the Toc H 
Staff and has taken up his 
duties as Notts. & Derby. 
Area Secretary. 


y: The Rev. Jonn W. LARTER 
has also been appointed to 
the Staff and will shortly be- 
come Area Padre for Oxford 
& Thames Valley. 


2 Every BRANCH MEMBER 
should be in possession of a 
current membership card by 
the end of March. 


¥2 Groton OLD Hatt Houi- 
Day Weeks will not be 
arranged this year, but Mr. 
J. Malcolm Frazer will be 
pleased to receive enquiries 
and make bookings with in- 
dividual members direct. The 
address—Groton Old Hall, 
Boxford, Colchester, Essex. 
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yE WEEK-END ar Dor Knap 
FOR JOBMASTERS AND PILOTS. 
There are still a few vacancies 
at Dor Knap for the week- 
end of April 6 to 8. Branch 
or District Jobmasters or 
Pilots (or their likely succes- 
sors) are invited to apply to 
Alec Churcher at H.Q. 


Yf B.A.O.R. There are vacan- 
cies for two Assistant War- 
dens (men and women) on 
the Toc H Services Staff in 
Germany. If you know any 
likely candidates please write 
to the Services Secretary at 
Headquarters for more in- 
formation. 


YE THE ANNUAL REPORT will 
be published with the next 
issue, Branches will be well 
advised to book at least two 
evenings for its study. 


Y€ Branches should invite 
their Central Councillors now 
to meet them soon after the 
ANNUAL MEETING which takes 
place on March 31 and 
April 1. 


Expansion at Uxbridge 
REG COLLINS 


T ALL STARTED in UXBRIDGE Branch many months ago, 
I in the New Year of 196] in fact. It was one of those 
meetings when we couldn't quite see where we were 
going, couldn’t see the wood for the trees. Almost in the 
doldrums. That’s when it happened. One chap said 
“Where there is no vision, the people perish’—we have 
lost our vision and we deserve to perish. Either we 
progress, because we have stood still far too long, or we 
pack up, and added “I'll give it another year. If at the 
end we've not got a move on I shall resign as I’ve far too 
many claims on my time”. This, of course, was true of 
all the blokes; all were responsible and busy men. That 
challenge started the ball rolling. After discussion one 
member agreed to come to a later meeting with some 
scheme which we could chew over. In the meantime the 
Chairman agreed to get a copy of the leaflet which 
St. Albans Branch had circulated. 


Preparations 


At the subsequent meeting it was agreed to have a 
recruiting campaign early in October. Much thought took 
place and careful plans made. These included booking 
a good hall. the film A Lamp Burns, preparing a leaflet 
for general distribution and a letter of a more personal 
nature. A special reply postcard was prepared. 


We decided that our Headquarters should be spring 
cleaned and decorated, also electricity installed. The 
sparks member of the Branch carried out the electrical 
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work ably assisted by willing. if not skilful, helpers. Then 
the do-it-yourself decorators moved in—they were there 
the whole of July and August meeting nights; but we 
were pleased with the results which were improved after 


a second-hand carpet and curtains had been scrounged 
and put down and up. 


Publicity 


With the assistance of interested local newsagents 
nearly 3,000 leaflets were distributed about two weeks 
before R day (recruiting day). Eighty-three letters, each 
containing a reply card, were sent by post (the names 
came mostly from members, their friends and acquain- 
tances). Two weeks before the Guest-night the local 
press were contacted and kindly printed an article on 
Toc H. A week before an advertisement was put in 
“Wanted 100 men, etc.” The bachelor commissar of the 
Branch undertook to lay on prub of a higher standard 
than usual. Arrangements were made to collect the film 
and to try it over the day before the Guest-night. A 
selection of literature had been obtained, also Toc H 
JouRNALS. We checked all our arrangements and just 
waited. Some guessed we might get ten, some twenty, 
some optimistically thought forty/ fifty. 


The night arrived. Each man as he entered was 
welcomed, given a programme, also the words of the 
“Ceremony of Light” and the Toc H prayer, together 
with an envelope of literature and a badge with his name 
on. 


Our Branch Chairman, George Peddle, briefly 
welcomed all members and the film A Lamp Burns 
was shown. This was followed by an address by the 
Chairman “Toc H—Retrospect and Prospect”, giving a 
short history of the Movement and in particular the 
fortunes of the Uxbridge Branch. 


Refreshments followed and over these questions were 
asked and answered. The proceedings were brought to 
a close with “Light” preceded by an explanation of the 


lou Foc H Journa 


ceremony and family prayers after a cordial invitation 
had been given to attend future meetings. The total 
number attending was forty-four made up as follows :—- 
eleven members. five from other Branches—we gave no 
special invitation to Branches—and twenty-cight visitors. 


At the first meeting following the Guest-night we had 
thirteen of the visitors present. At subsequent meetings 
the number has varied between thirteen and sixteen. All 
have shown very keen interest and have taken part in 
jobs and all our activities as far as they have been able. 


At a recent Executive sixteen applications for 
membership were carefully considered and it was 
unanimously agreed that all should bə approved. 
Arrangements were made accordingly. 


Programme 


New life has come to the Branch, the load is being 
shared. The success achieved has been due to many 
things, such as the realisation of the need to go forward, 
careful planning, wholehearted support by all members, 
providing a pleasant and reasonably comfortable meeting 
room, as well as a cheerful and caring fellowship, jobs 
to engage the men when pot, a good and varied 
programme to cater for all tastes including getting across 
Toc H education without it being too obvious. The net 
result is that a Branch of twelve has now a roll of twenty- 
eight. Our task will be to see that the new enthusiasm 
and interest is kept alive and the talents used in service 
to further the aims of our beloved Toc H. 


Our experience has helped us to realise that there are 
men around who are ready and willing to come into the 
unique fellowship offered by Toc H and to share in its 


work, if only Branches will go for them and seek them 
oul. 


If anyone is interested and would like to know more, 
perhaps they would contact Rec CoLuins, the Secretary of 
Uxbridge Branch. 33. Hinton Road. Uxbridge, who will 
be pleased to help. 


FROM AIL PARTS 


“Area new, 


oy 


EAST YORKSHIRE 


Members of Gooteé Branch had been concerned for some time 
about the size of the Branch. With a membership of twelve it 
was becoming obvious that our numbers must be increased if we 
were to ensure a really lively weekly meeting, and to make a 
worthy contribution by our jobs of service in the town. 

At the suggestion of our Jobmaster, Len Hodgson, it was decided 
that we should cast our net chiefly among men who were known 
to have belonged to churches in Goole, but who had been lost 
to church life for various reasons over the years. A list of names 
and addresses was compiled from the electoral rolls of two 
churches—one Anglican and one Congregational. 

Plans were laid well ahead for a Coffee Evening and a hundred 
letters of invitation sent out. We took the unusual step also of 
enclosing a stamped, addressed envelope for reply. As a result 
we received some encouraging replies from men, who for good 
reasons, were unable to come to the meeting, but who taught us 
that there is a tremendous fund of goodwill towards Toc H in 
the town. 

Attendance at the Coffee Evening was not spectacular: there 
were twenty-six men present, including most of our own 
members. We persuaded Central Councillor Tommy Asquith to 
come over from Burton Pidsea in order to “put over Toc H” to 
our guests. We could not have chosen a better spokesman. 

The immediate effect of the experiment has been that our 
average attendance on Branch nights has been doubled, and 
although it is a little early to gauge the final outcome it is already 
clear that five or six new friends will soon be seeking full member- 
ship. In numbers alone this may not seem to have been a highly 
successful event. Yet, think for a moment. If every Branch in 
the country, by an effort of this kind each year, could bring about 
a net increase of only two members per annum, in about seven 
or eight years the Movement's total membership could be doubled. 
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There is an interesting sequel to this story. When a report on 
this venture was presented at the next District Team meeting, a 
small group of Pollington members decided to try out this ex- 
periment in the nearby village of Hensall. A modified version of 
the Goole letter was used, and once again Tommy Asquith was 
‘roped in’ as guest speaker. It says much for Tommy's enthusiasm 
for the Toc H cause that each meeting involved him in a return 
journey of more than a hundred miles, and this after a hard 
day's work. 

The Hensall meeting was well attended and our guests reached 
a unanimous decision to “have a go” at forming a Toc H group 
in Hensall. At the follow-up meeting twenty-five men turned up 
and a chairman, secretary and treasurer were elected the same 
evening (all non-members of Toc H). At the time of writing the 
group are looking forward to their third meeting, and we have 
great hopes of this venture in a small Yorkshire village. 

BILL Harpy. 


WESTERN 


The “Raid the Larder” scheme in Gloucester District at Christ- 
mastime raised over 500 parcels all of which were delivered to 
old people in the town. This effort aroused much interest regard- 
ing the plight of old people and was further stirred by two letters 
written by members of the Toc H family which appeared in the 
Gloucester Press, one suggesting that perhaps some of the donors 
of gifts for parcels, might consider taking one or two old people 
to sce the wild daffodils at Newent in the spring. The response 
has been very encouraging indeed. 

The District has been discussing further efforts in regard to old 
people as the plight of many caused them real concern. It was 
agreed that a meeting should be called in the town of the many 
other organisations there, and the Mayor of Gloucester indicated 
he would be prepared to call such a meeting. In the meantime, 
the Marson Branch will carry out a ‘pilot’ experiment with old 
people in their neighbourhood. 

The village of Nailsea has been in the news headlines not only 
in the local but also in the national press and has even been on 
television. The Chairman of the Bristol South District Team—a 
member of NaiLsea Branch—has been stirring up householders 
affected by what is called a “Somerset Utopia!" None of them 
are against Utopia. but they are concerned that the housing and 
livelihood of a substantial number of residents appeared not to 
have been given much consideration in the proposed development. 

The Toc H hall has become a rallying point for what might 
well be a lengthy battle and the local Branch is obviously very 
involved, indeed not only is one of its members the Chairman 
of the protest Committee, but one other member is a member of 
the local council who will have to decide about the development 
of Nailsea. The real problem is not that the planners must plan, 
but Toc H in Nailsea is concerned that consideration to the fullest 
extent shall be given to the needs of people likely to be affected 
by such plans. JOHNNIE MACMILLAN. 


From. ALL Parts 


Norti of Enyiand Newspaper Co., Ltd., Darlington 


90-year-old Mrs. H. Gregory cutting the cake at 
Catterick Village Branch’s party For old people 


SOUTH WESTERN 


Fortified by last month's Haggis Supper. TAUNTON Branch are 
busy putting into action plans for their ‘Pot Plant’ scheme. Under 
this scheme Branch members call on disabled and bedridden folk 
and leave with them a flowering plant. Regular calls are made 
to tend the plants, and when it ceases to flower the plant is re- 
placed. Thus not only is a little cheerfulness brought into the 
life of the invalid, but there exists a good excuse for members 
to make regular calls and often to do small jobs that need doing 
and always to stay on a few minutes for a chat. 

The latest Branch in the South-West to get an S.O.S. scheme 
into operation is EXMOUTH, where it has got off to a good start 
with a tremendous amount of backing and enthusiasm. Baszd on 
the usual pattern of a distinctive card being placed in the window 
in cases of emergency, it is envisaged that this scheme will have 
especial value in a place like Exmouth, where a large proportion 
of the population comprises of elderly and retired people. 

In recent weeks FALMOUTH Branch, in conjunction with the 
YMCA, has sponsored and formed a Record Society which will 
hold regular fortnightly meetings. The Society will naturally 
function independently of Toc H, but it is hoped that through it 
the Branch’s circle of friends will be considerably enlarged. 
Recently some fifty members and friends of the Branch, together 
with their wives, gathered together for the first of what it is 
hoped will become an Annual Dinner, followed by a very happy 
and successful evening of entertainment and games. 

GILBERT FRANCIS. 
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SUSSEX 


istricts are now in the throes of the “Youth Quiz”, the 
ag eee played off on Saturday, June 2. at Hove, followed by 
a Grand Dance. Beckley have run a couple of very profitable 
Dances, which, in turn. will benefit the Family Purse. 3 
Since the departure of Cyril, if this little piece of your comings 
and goings is to continue, please send your copy to Derek Collis, 
17 Cavix Field, Northiam, Rye. Sussex. I shall collate them, so 
that other members of the famiy know what you are doing. 
A family likes to be kept in touch and this is the one way that we 
can do it DEREK COLLIS. 


SCOTLAND 


It took more than quite a few inches of snow and sub-arctic 
conditions to daunt members of the CrieFF Branch and their 
elderly guests on the occasion of the annual Old Folks’ party. 
Despite the really wintry conditions which prevented the use of 
small cars, a gathering of 126 old folk were entertained by the 
Branch in a local hall and many of the old folk braved the 
elements on foot to get there on time. After a meal the gathering 
was entertained for some two hours by local artistes. In addition 
an unusual rafle was held which resulted in practically everyone 
present receiving a prize. 

Despite the fact that the Branch no Jonger exists the work of 
Toc H in Kitmarnock still goes on and regular visitation is 
made by former members to the local Infirmary where a Hospital 
Library is run. Efforts are now being made to build a new Branch 
in this important strategic centre and at a meeting in January 
some thirty members mostly drawn from Ayrshire and Renfrew- 
shire Branches, with some former members of the old Kilmarnock 
Branch, met to consider ways and means of forming a new group. 
Despite the highly unpleasant weather conditions it was good to 
see so many members travelling from as far away as Largs, Ayr 
and Prestwick, to be at this meeting. 

The Prestwick Branch held their fourth Burns Supper which 
was a highly successful evening and much enjoyed by all those 
taking part, the evening's entertainment being only marred by 
the absence of Sam Moffat, through illness in his family. 

REG STEWART. 


EASTERN LONDON 


SHOEBURYNESS Branch successfully revived a former practice by 
holding a “Lord Mayor's Banquet”, attended by some fifty mem- 
bers and friends, They even received a letter of greeting from the 
real Lord Mayor of London for the occasion. Wearing his robes 
of office and a plumed hat the “Lord Mayor™ (who was the Branch 
Chairman) Was supported by a number of dignitaries with very 
high sounding titles such as the “Chancellor of the Exchequer” 
and the “Minister of Labour” (this we understand) and a toast- 
master who was the “Earl Marshall” (this we do not understand). 
The speakers reviewed the various aspects of the Branch’s life and 
work and we learn that all present felt honoured, nourished and 
enlightened by this function. JiM GREEN. 
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SOUTH WALES 


Once more Cern Corp Branch have entertained the Old Age 
Pensioners in their Area at their Annual Christmas Party. This 
time there were over 240 attending. and among the guests were 
the Chairman of Vaynor and Penderyn Council. The chair was 
taken by the Rev. lorwerth Budge. 

The usual first-class entertainment was provided for the guests 
among whom was one Pensioner who has attended al] these 
gatherings since they started twenty-five years ago. 

_ The sincere thanks of the Branch was extended to the managing 
director of Tcdington Aircraft Controls Ltd., whose Canteen was 
made available for the function. C. T. EDWARDS. 


Young people al the Accrington Branch's Dance 


NORTH WALES 


Wrexham is the venue this year of the Spring Festival to be 
held on April 14, Conveniently situated on the English Border 
it is hoped that strong contingents will converge there from North 
Wales, North Western and the Marches. 

The afternoon rededication service will be held in the Trinity 
Presbyterian Church. and the evening rally in the Grove Park 
Grammar School. The Chief Guest will be Padre Jim Davies, 
an ‘old boy’ of the school returning home! 

The local Branch, going under the more impressive name of 
ACTON and GARDEN VILLAGE, has recently moved into new head- 
quarters once uscd by the Spiritualist Church: we are assured 
that ‘all signs and symbols’ of spiritualism have been removed 
before occupation so that the only spirit prevailing is that of 
Toc H. What with Christian Science using the Llandudno room 
and Jehovah's Witnesses using Conway's no one can accuse North 
Wales units of intolerance! Gwitym EDWARDS. 
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OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY 


Following on the very successful drive for new members made 
by Uxprince, Iver Branch are now embarking upon a similar 
venture. Extension plans are also afoot in other parts of the Area, 
It is hoped very shortly that there will be a new group in 
Newsury. Two meetings have already been held there. The 
first meeting was held in December. Padre Read very kindly put 
the Northbrook Street Methodist Church schoolroom at our 
disposal. It was a bitter cold evening but, in spite of this, about a 
dozen local chaps were present including three of the founder 
members of the old Newbury Branch, The youngest present were 
a lad of seventeen and his fifteen year old cousin, Both of them 
are very keen that there shall be a Branch in Newbury again and 
they have promised to find other young fellows to join them. 
Now that the seed has been sown once again, it will require care- 
ful tending but. with the help promised from the Area Executive, 
1am certain that it will succeed. Ken Williams, 22 Chandos Road. 
Newbury, is at present acting as secretary at Newbury and he 
would be pleased to hear of anyone who might be interested in 
linking up with them. DERICK PaRSONS. 


CHALFONI's Branch of Toc H is largely composed of colonists 
in the Chalfont Colony for Epileptics at Chalfont St. Peter, Bucks. 
Monthly meetings are held on a Sunday evening and some fifty 
members and probationers attend. The local Branch of the 
Women’s Association have similar meetings on another Sunday. 

The Colony possesses a 
large recreational hall, com- 
plete with stage, and the high 
spot in the Branch life is the 
presentation of an annual 
Christmas Show at which the 
whole Colony and Staff, to- 
gether with visiting members, 
are entertained. Some 600 
people were present at the last 
show on Saturday, December 9. 

The main part of the pro- 
gramme was presented by the 
‘Gaylones’ Concert party from 
Acton. Other people who took 
part included David and 
Michael Scarfe with their 
oe lex accordions, and one of the 
Middlesex County Press Branch Padres. Rev. Vv. J. 

David and Michael Scarfe at the Parey: BAT Wholiss Bachelor 

Chalfont's Branch Show of Music. 
, The show was given its 
usual rousing finish by David Harris and Chris Wheeler. 

The programme is so arranged that the Colonists have plenty 
of opportunity to join in and sing. which they do most heartily. 
and they return to their ‘homes’ in the grounds of the Colony 
feeling that they are not forgotten. LEN SCAREE. 


From AL PARTS 


Dempaster’s, Buckley 
Buckley members at the Branch's 28th Birthday gathering 


NOTTS. & DERBY. 


The Annual Report of the Sheffield No. 3 Hospital Management 
Commiltee pays a warm tribute to the work of BAKEWELL Branch 
at the Newholme and Bakewell Cottage Hospitals. The Branch 
runs a hospital shop and ward cantcen service and visits wards 
twice weekly with a library, “an arrangement which even in the 
depth of a rural winter has never failed”. The Report concludes 
“the value of the services rendered by Toc H is invaluable”. 
Such a tribute could no doubt be paid to the work of many 
Branches up and down the country but it is well to remind our- 
selves of the quiet, steady effort that is given week by week by 
members everywhere in many directions and as the report puts 
it “without publicily but with unfailing devotion”. 

The new NEWSTEAD ABBEY group has soon found itself an 
outlet for service in the local hospital and at a children’s home. 
CHESTERFIELD Branch is undertaking the visiting of war pensioners 
in their neighbourhood. They have an arrangement with local 
newsagents to relieve them of old magazines which they deliver 
to old folks’ homes. Also, they ran a social in December for the 
hard of hearing. Quite a programme. 

Worksop held its usual annual dinner in December which this 
time seemed more than usually good. There were eighty present 
when young Brian Pridmore rose to welcome the Mayor and 
Guests. Youth was well represented at the dinner and it was a 
very happy evening. BINGHAM took a carol party round to out-of- 
the-way farms in their district at Christmas and found themselves 
extremely welcome. Les WHEATLEY. 
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LINCOLNSHIRE 


“Thank you for coming to speak to us. We have enjoyed your 
talk very much and you have given us plenty to think about”. . . . 
So runs the stock phrase used by Chairmen in thanking visiting 
speakers. How many speakers leave a mecting wondering what 
they have achieved or what the rea! effect upon their audience 
has been? How many Branches really seek to follow a talk with 
some action? Come to that, how many Branches stil! regard 
speakers as a useful means only to filling in a programme? 

LINCOLN were really stung into action recently when their 
visitor spoke on the work of the Welfare Committee for the 
Elderly and deplored the lack of real Home Help Service. The 
unit members, too, were shocked with some of the revelations and 
of the inadequacy of the present Service. After further discussion 
a letter was forwarded to the City Council from the Branch 
pointing out these inadequacies and this resulted in a full-scale 
discussion of the Service in the Council Chamber. The Council 
is to take action in the matter as a result, and there is no doubt 
that the local unit will find themselves with another useful avenue 
of service in the community. 


Correction to February entry . . . STAMFORD Branch in fact took 
out over 470 parcels for the Elderly, not 300 as stated previously. 
GEORGE Lrt. 


BEDS. & HERTS. 


One good turn has prompted this letter from Mrs. SHUTE, the 
Honorary Secretary of the Friends of the Cell Barnes Hospital. 
to the Mark IH Appeal. 

“We have had the valued help of the Marshalswick Toc H 
gentlemen every Sunday afternoon at the Hospital. They help 
two Branches of the Toc H Women's Association. who together 
run our voluntary canteen for the visitors and patients, at the 
Hospital. 

“Jt is their cheerful spirit of goodwill which has helped to spread 

a very friendly atmosphere around the job. This is a hospital for 
Mentally Handicapped, and not quite such an easy job as some. 
Nevertheless, they certainly kept ‘the light’ burning amongst us. 
and their good works are indeed of great value. 
_“It-is with our sincere thanks, that we would like to help just a 
Intle some of your good works elsewhere. Would you please 
accept the enclosed donation towards the Mark lII. Hackney. 
Appeal as a share of the ‘blessings’ around us. I should also add 
that Toc H help us also at our Annual functions. as well as at 
this Sunday afternoon canteen.” 

ft was with great regret that we said farewell to AYLESBURY 
Branch at tht end of last year, but it is with very great pleasure 
that we learn that our newest group at BLETCHLEY have taken on 
one of the jobs that otherwise might have bzen sadly neglected. 
They have adopted one of the male wards at the nearby hospital 
lor paraplegics, regular visits and all sorts of practical and friendly 
assistance that was needed have been carried out already. 
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The small party of us from here, that joined Johnnie 
MacMillan and a party from the Western Area for a winter week- 
end at Dor Knap, will heartily endorse all who would recommend 
this venture after their experience in the middle of January. We 
will most certainly try this again and suggest that perhaps three 
or more Areas could combine: a car load or two from each would 
guarantee more successful winter weekends at Dor Knap. 

Ray FABES. 


Wiltshire Newspapers Lt Swindon 


The old folk join in community singing after the dinner 
arranged for them by Chisledon Branch members 


WESTERN LONDON 


Members of Harrow Toc H adopted the guise of Father 
Christmases last week, but dispensed with the conventional form 
of transport—reindeer and sleigh—for the more modern comfort 
of cars. 

The Harrow Branch decided to organise a Christmas hamper 
scheme for the needy following the success of the Harrow Weald 
Branch’s scheme. 

Residents around the Crown-street area were circulated that 
the Harrow Branch was collecting tinned food, tea, sugar, fruit 
and sweets for Christmas hampers. 

‘The response has been magnificent’, Mr. G. Duvall, who was 
mainly responsible for organising the scheme at Harrow, said. 
‘We sent out about 250 letters and there has been almost 100 
per cent response to our appeal’. 

Ning members of the Toc H Branch, including Mr. A. Flowith, 
Harrow Chairman, worked in teams as packers and deliverers. 
And over thirty families benefited by Christmas hampers. 

Reprinted from The Harrow Observer. 
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EAST MIDLANDS 


rouGH Branch were fortunate again this year 
f the branches of some large trees—this time 
in the grounds of one of the local hospitals, which, with the very 
keen support of a number of prospective members, were cut up 
for firewood for old folk living on their own. : 

Soon after the sawing-up party arrived on the site the neigh- 
bouring farmer appeared, and on learning what we were doing, 
not only helped with the sawing into lengths. but provided trans- 
port to our H.Q. Plenty of work was put in there with axe and 
saw, and fifty-one sacks of logs and chopped sticks were dis- 
tributed by perambulator and van. s ; 

As a result of fortnightly Whist Drives, etc., held during the 
year, £25 cash remaining in the Branch kitty was also distributed 
with Christmas greetings to twenty-five deserving old folk. 

Our Christmas effort was rounded olf by a dozen chaps visiting 
the old people's hospital on the morning of Christmas Day, 
helping serve the dinners, clearing away and doing the washing-up. 
We returned home to our own celebrations with the feeling of a 
job well done. E. J. TEBBUTT. 


MARKET HARBO 
to have the gift o 


MANCHESTER 


“This telephone trolley service is provided and maintained by 
the CONGLETON Branch of Toc H for the patients of the War 
Memorial Hospital. May it bring joy and comfort to al! who 
use it.” 

This inscription is self-explanatory. What it does not say is that 
the project—a vital matter of communication—was thought up 
during a Branch discussion on that very subject. 

There was much to be said on such a vast subject. Radio, TV, 
satellites, Toc H JourNaAL, the spoken word, all came in for com- 
ment. And of course, the telephone drew attention to itself. 


Lives depended on it, someone said . . . its use in time of sickness 
... the joy it could bring. 
Sickness... joy . . . lives. The very mention of these words in 


such a discussion was bound to communicate a new sort of call 
for action. In due course the details were worked out, the trolley 
made, and telephone installed on it. On December 30, in one of 
the wards, in the presence of hospital staff and patients with their 
families there to visit them, the Mayor of Congleton made the 
first call. 
For the information of other Branches, the trolley is fitted with 
a coin box and telephone which can be plugged in to extension 
Sockets so situated that the trolley can be wheeled for use to any 
bedside in the ward. Only outgoing calls can be made from the 
trolley. The installation costs are £10 for the exchange line, £1 
for two sockets and £1 for each additional one. The quarterly 
rental is £4 for the instrument, 6s. for the first pair of sockets, 
and 2s. for every additional one. There is also a quarterly rental 
of £1 for the coin box. Ken WELCH. 
(Postmaster of Congleton.) 


From ALL Parts 


Birmingham Post and Mañ 


Past and present Wardens of Mark VI, Birmingham at the 25th anniversary 

gathering. (l. to r.) A. H. Deakin, R. G. Toy, Miss E. I. Amos (Housckeencr), 

F. E. Price (present Warden), J. E. Jucas, R. S. Rosewell, D. W. Wilde, 
A. E. Davis and T. J. Williams 


WEST MIDLANDS 


Mark VI held a 25th Anniversary ‘do’ on Saturday, January 20. 
Gerry Hayes, Chairman of the Central Houses Committee was 
present and was heard to comment that Mark XIII had recently 
celebrated its 37th birthday yet this was only the 25th of Mark VI. 
However, he was reminded that the present house in Wake Green 
Road, was the third successive Mark in Birmingham. 


BroaDway members supplied toys for their adopted Children's 
Home and delivered them on Christmas morning. CHIPPING 
CAMPDEN organised gifts to old people in hospital and gave a 
Christmas tree to the local Infants’ School. StTOWw-ON-THE-WOLD 
held Carol Services round the village Christmas tree and raised 
over £20 for the Save the Children Fund. Accompaniment for 
the singing was relayed from the Parish Church organ. Several 
members helped serve Christmas dinner at the local Old Peoples’ 
Home. BUILTH WELLS organised and provided a Christmas party 
and entertainment for seventy old people. Wesr BROMWICH gave 
a Christmas party to fifty-three children from the Corporation 
Home and children from families of poor means, at St. Andrew's 
Church Hall. 


HEDNESFORD members delivered cigarettes and sweets to patients 
of a local mental hospital at Christmas. The Branch has adopted 
a ward there, the inmates of which never have visitors 


STRATFORD-ON-AVON have been responsible for supplying a TY 
set to the local Old Peoples’ Home. A local radio dealer was 
approached, and he agreed to supply free of charge a set, BBC 
only, in working order. This will suit admirably, as there can be 
no argument about which programme should be viewed. 

TREVOR EDWARDS. 
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Croydon Times 


Over a hundred parcels prepared for distribution 
by Coulsdon members to local old folk 


SOUTHERN LONDON 


The recently formed group at ADDISCOMBE found themselves 
a worthwhile corporate job when they trooped along to a local 
Spastics centre, They discovered that a number of the patients 
were immobilised through faults in their wheel-chairs and, by 
reason of their handicap, were unable to do anything about it 
themselves. They had to wait for repairs to be organised (pre- 
sumably by the Ministry of Health) which often took a long time. 
The Addiscombe chaps found that most of the repairs were quite 
straightforward jobs and in one evening they made nine of the 
chairs roadworthy again. This worthwhile job was accomplished 
simply because a group of chaps went out to look for it. 

PETER DYER. 


DOR KNAP 


_ The snowdrops and catkins are here again and today the sun 
is shining over the Evesham valley. It seems a far cry from 
Christmas but we would like to say how pleased we were to have 
a vistt from Win. Atkins who spent a few days with Jean and 
was interested to sez the changes at Dor Knap. We weathered 
the freeze-up very well, snowed-up for a week but quite com- 
pensated by the beauty around us. 

The weather was kind to the Beds. & Herts., and Western Arca 
parties and allowed them to get busy on the ever-with-us drive 
again. We should like to thank all who remembered us al 
Christmas and hope to see them again saon, G. & D. ATKINSON. 


Some Festival Churches 


Wie the Toc H family gathers in strength for a 
Festival, even the largest church building—or 
cathedral for that matter—can only provide sufficient 
seating for a fraction of those who come to London to 
share in the Service of Thanksgiving. For this summer’s 
Festival we have been granted the use of a number of 
well-known churches, both Anglican and Free Church. 
Here are brief details of some of the historic buildings 
that members will b> privileged to use on the afternoon 
of Saturday, June 16. 


ALL HALLOWS BY THE TOWER 


All Hallows by the Tower, the Guild Church of Toc H, has 
survived over 1,300 years at the centre of the English scene and 
has always been closely concerned with the life of the City of 
London. 


In medieval days, at nightfall, common citizens below the 
rank of Great Lord or “substantial person of good reputation”, 
hastened home lo Jay down their arms when curfew rang out 
from All Hallows. In those days it was used not only as a place 
of worship, but also as a Court of Law. 


Among the persons executed 
on Tower Hill, were the aged 
Bishop John Fisher in 1535, and 
also Sir Thomas More, who 
“were buried in Berkyne 
churchyard” until they were 
“tane up agayne and burryd 
within the tower”. In 1645, 
Archbishop Laud was “decently 
interred” in a vault in All 
Hallows, but his body was re- 
moved to St. Johns College. 
Oxford, in 1663. 


William Penn, the destined 
founder of Pennsylvania, was 
baptised in All Hallows. Judge Jeffreys was married there, so 
too. in 1797, was John Quincey Adams, who later became the 
sixth President of the United States of America. 
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In 1940, in the heavy air raids on the City, the church and 
all it contained was bombed and burnt. 

But from the ashes has arisen the new AJ] Hallows, which 
was rededicated in the presence of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen Mother in 1957. 


THE CITY TEMPLE 

Before the building on the new Holborn Viaduct, in 1874, the 
City Temple had earlier meeting houses, stretching back through 
the centuries to the reign of Qucen Elizabeth I. 

Destroyed by enemy action in 1941, the present Temple was 
rededicated in the presence of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
s the Queen Mother, in 1958. 

Now the sole remaining Free 
Church within the City of London it 
has always been a preaching strong- 
hold with a record of famous orators. 
Incidentally, when, in about 1224, St. 
Dominic first sent members of The 
Order of Preachers to England, their 
earliest home and their church of St. 
John the Evangelist, were on ground 
now occupied by the City Temple. 

Today, the church’s tradition of a 
preaching centre is impressively main- 
tained by the present Minister, the 
Rev. A. Leonard Griffith, B.A., B.D.. 
formerly of Ottawa, Ontario. 


ST. MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS 
The church of St. Martin-in-the-Fields first appears in history 
in 1222, when the building was then a small cruciform chapel 


with a square tower. 

The first stone of the present build- tee 
ing was laid on March 19, 1721, and . #5 
King George I was the first church- i 
warden. 


A former incumbent of St. 
Martin’s, the late Canon R. L. (‘Dick’) 
Sheppard, was closely associated with 
Toc H from its earliest days and will 
be remembered not the least for his 
part-authorship of the Four Points of 
the Toc H Compass. 

Today the link between Toc H and 
St. Martin’s is as strong as at any time, 
the present Vicar, the Rev. Austen 
Williams, having previously been a 
much loved Toc H Staff Padre. 
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THE TEMPLE CHURCH 

The Temple Church, London, though much restored in the 
nineteenth century and again largely reconstructed after the 
air-raid damage of 1941. is still the most important survivor of 
the churches built by the Knights Templars in Europe. 

The Round Church is a remarkable example of the transition 
from Romanesque (Norman) to Gothic. The capitals of the 
pews with their rich carving are still 
Romanesque in character as well as 
the interlacing triforium arcade and 
the great west door with the wheel 
window over it. Until the catastrophe 
of 1941 the Temple Church possessed 
a series of notable effigies of Knights. 
These have been severely damaged, 
but a very lovely tomb of Purbeck 
with the effigy of a bishop has 
survived. 

The Temple Church belongs to, and 
is maintained by, the two Learned and 
Honourable Societies of the Middle 
Temple. In ecclesiastical charge is the 
Master of the Temple, assisted by the Reader. The Choir main- 
tains its long-standing tradition of high quality Church music. 


HINDE STREET METHODIST CHURCH 

The first Hinde Street Methodist Chapel was opened in 1810. 
The architect was a Methodist preacher, the Rev. William 
Jenkins, who was chosen by John Wesley to design Chapels. 
The building had two galleries and though 63 feet in width it 
was only 39 feet Jong and nicknamed the “Dutch Oven”. 

The present church, with its classi- - 
cal proportions was opened in 1886. 
During the dark days of the war it 
became an emergency refuge with 
stores laid by for any who might be 
bombed out of their homes. ; 

Hinde Street is the only Methodist 
church in the important Borough of 
St. Marylebone and serves an ever 
wider area. The Church is the centre 
for Methodist students and is the 
headquarters of the University of 
London Methodist Society. A large 
number of Overseas students and 
workers attend and the congregation 
at the morning Services is of an 
international character. 


Mey 


OPEN 
HUSTINGS 


-readers’ letters 


ou 


The Editor welcomes letters on all matters concerning Toc H and 
asks that they be written briefly and to the point, Effort is made to 
include a representative selection, and they are printed as individual 
view-points, not necessarily those of the Movement as a whole. 


Recruitment 


TF one is interested in Toc H 
4 and makes an attempt to read 
the JOURNAL, it is but natural to 
turn to the pages dealing with 
“Open Hustings” and thus 
obtain an idea of what other 
Members are thinking. I have 
learned much from this avenue. 
on the other hand. many of 
those suggesting altering the 
fabric of Toc H because they 
are failing to attract the genera- 
tion of today make me shudder. 
Other movements far older 
than ours fail in the main to 
attract these people and, like 
some of us, will continue to do 
so, unless we examine ourselves 
and see where we have strayed 
from the successful path. 


The letter in the December 
issue under “Recruitment” is 
certainly a healthy lead, but for 
any member to take along a 
potential member to a Branch 
that has completely lost its way 
would aggravate rather than 


help. The present membership 
of such a Branch would first do 
well to look back and find out 
where they have failed to main- 
tain the ‘tick’ tn the community 
with whom they live. Too 
many of such Branches readily 
seck an excuse and so keep the 
blame off their own shoulders. 

My own Branch of which I 
am an active member celebrated 
its 39th Birthday last October 
and yet the average age of the 
members ıs quite low. We lose 


members like other Branches 
through the usual ordinary 
reasons, even so, we manage 


to replace them by folk who 
have already felt Toc H with 
us in our service to those less 
fortunate than ourselves. The 
member who is forced through 
circumstance to leave the active 
ranks invariably continues his 
association with Toc H as a 
Builder, 

With regard to the letter, 
also in the December JOURNAL. 
under “Hon. Associates” may ! 
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Open HUSTINGS 


say I have been the Builders 
Secretary for my Branch for the 
past twenty-four years, our total 
exceeds 150, and therefore I 
dont quite understand the 
difficulty encountered by Ernest 
Norris, his friends in North 
London can hardly be different 
to ours in North Buckingham- 
shire. Our friends, as we call 
them, are interested in lots of 
other movements, even sa, onc 
or two do become members 
and many others, when invited, 
gladly accept the opportunity 
of having an association with 
us as Builders. 

Many of our readers will 
know that I was invited to join 
the Staff almost six years ago, 
the main purpose being to visit 
Branches, etc.. and explain this 
side of the Movement as cx- 
perienced by myself, and whilst 
in a District, to show by ex- 
ample that the same result 
could be obtained among them 
similar to that in Wolverton, if 
one has but the will to do it. 
During this period of Stalf 
work, which is part-time, I have 
met personally and enrolled as 
Builders a total far in excess of 
1,200 and another 100 or more 
have returned to the ranks. I 
would add also that many of 
those enrolled by me during my 
staff work have since resigned, 
it will not do, however, to 
blame me, as I never enroll a 
Builder without first feeling 
that the interest of Toc H is 
there. 

SYDNEY SWAIN. 
Wolverton, Bucks. 


Hon. Associates 


YT surrose Ken Rogers, in his 

letter in the January JOURNAL, 
{elt obliged to “cash in” on my 
proposal that the services of 
our good friends should be 
officially recognised. However, 
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his argument for calling them 
Builders cannot be substantiated 
by words alone. 

For those who could not 
spare the time to become active 
Members, the term ‘Builder’ 
was created to enable them to 
support Toc H financially, and 
this concept has been hardened 
by custom. This may be un- 
fortunate, but it is just wishful 
thinking to expect the situation 
to change at this late hour, 
merely by pretending that it 
docs not exist. 

Having conceded that some 
Builders may actively assist 
Branches on occasions; that is 
quite different from the sus- 
tained and regular service per- 
formed by the friends I have in 
mind. The latter prefer to serve 
only where they can see im- 
mediate results and they have 
already carned a place in the 
family on that score alone. 

Therefore, it is unlikely that 
they will ever become Builders, 
but on the other hand, they are 
all potential members. Mean- 
while, Toc H ought to show 
appreciation of their services in 
the practical way proposed and 
without any ‘cash’ strings. 

Ernest Norris. 
Southgate N.14. 


Toc H and Scouting 


I HAVE BEEN delighted to read 
Derek Yardley Wright's letter 
in the December issue of the 
JournaL, and Stephen Jack's 
reply in the February number. 
Like Stephen. I was brought 
into touch with Toc H through 
Scouting, in the mid-twenties, 
and am as anxious as ever to 
promote full co-operation be- 
tween us. We undoubtedly 
have a “striking unity of aims”, 
and our Headquarters are in the 
friendliest relationship with each 
other, but there is still much 
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“ignorance of real purpose and 
methods”. , 

1 am sure that the remedy is 
local co-operation on the lines 
suggested in Stephen Jack's 
article, and I would support all 
his suggestions. If the Branch 
Chairman and the District Com- 
missioner are in close and 
friendly touch with each other, 
endless opportunities of mutual 
service will occur. 

J. F. COLQUHOUN. 
Headquarters Commissioner 
for Relationships, 

Boy Scouts Association. 


Books Wanted 


N7ou wi sec from an arti- 

cle in this issue that we 
at Wellingborough Grammar 
School distribute library books 
to two hospitals. As these 
books have become worn and 
dirty we have been trying to 
obtain some more. We have 
had one or two offers, but so 
far nothing has come of them. 
Can anyone please help with 
books (light fiction and travel) 
which are in good condition? 
They should be sent direct to 
me at: The Manse, 105 Great 
Park Street, Wellingborough, 
Northants. 

ANTHONY JONES, 
Hon. Secretary. 
Wellingborough Grammar 
School Group. 


‘Inky’ Bean Memorial 


FEEL SURe that many of 

‘Inky’ Bean's friends will 
wish to have the opportunity of 
paying a tribute to his memory 
and of making an act of thanks- 
giving for the life and work 
amongst the Seafaring boys in 
the Port of Southampton. There 
will be some who, having known 
Inky’s friendship in other 
ways, will also wish to con- 
tribute. 
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A Memorial Fund has, there- 
fore, been opened to provide 
something permanent and useful 
which will always serve as a 
reminder of Inky’s work for 
Toc H and Talbot House Sea- 
faring Boys’ Residential Club 
in Southampton. 

Contributions may be sent 
to the Hon. Treasurer: K. 
Woodrow, 75 Ethelbert Avenue, 
Southampton, Hants. 

Cheques should be made pay- 
able to “K. Woodrow, Esq." 


and crossed “A. V. Bean 
Memorial”. 
J. Goss, 
Chairman. 


Toc H Southern Area Executive. 


‘Green Rushes’ 


T was READING the December, 

1961, issue of the Toc H 
JOURNAL last night, and came 
across the letter from Mr. J. N. 
Jenkinson of Umtali, Southern 
Rhodesia. He requested a copy 
of Green Rushes which was a 
supplement of the 1956 Decem- 
ber JOURNAL, and you added a 
postscript also requesting a copy. 
I remembered that I had one 
tucked away somewhere, and 
marvellous to relate, I found it. 

I am sending it to you rather 
than straight to Mr. Jenkinson 
because I was afraid that it 
might get lost in transit to 
S. Rhodesia. 

l think that it is amusing that 
a request from Africa should be 
granted from the U.S.A. via the 
Toc H Journart from England 
and I take great pleasure in 
setting this small chain reaction 
going! 

KATHARINE W. LAWRENCE. 


Brookline 46, Mass.. U.S.A. 
(Warm thanks to all other 
readers who have so kindly 


Sent us copies.—ED.) 


Here are two further entries in the Competi 
] J Petition 
* Concerning Toc H'. For details see cover notice. 


To Disown 
Discouragement 
T. A. LAMBERTON 


YWHE WHOLE BRANCH, that is all five of us, had 

for a long time been concerned and somewhat 
depressed by the static condition of our numbers and in 
fact our future as a Branch. We each had tried every 
method and device we could think of or conjure to stimu- 
late interest in Toc H among our friends and acquain- 
tances; perhaps the Press Gang method was the only one 
we had not contemplated. All these efforts proved 
fruitless. 


One snag which had a major damping effect on 
those who nibbled at our bait was the awkward siting 
of our meeting place; only one member living less than 
14 miles away, and dependent upon weather and travel- 
ling conditions our weekly attendance varied from our 
maximum of five down to one and sometimes reached 
none. 


Each of us al some time or other had the unfortunate 
experience of being the only member who was able to 
get to the meeting and we know and fully appreciate that 
few things tend to damp the enthusiasm more than that. 
What effect it might have on a visitor who perhaps was 
not fully aware of the circumstances can be well 
imagined. 


In spite of our firm belief in Toc H, and all it stands 
for, with the sentimental attachment we feel, it had 
occurred to each of us that the paucity of our numbers 
made it imperative that we should face up to the question 
whether or not we were justified in carrying on or 
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whether we should dissolve our Branch and either seek 
to transfer to another Branch or become general mem- 
bers. We did finally summon up the courage and faced 
the question fairly and squarely one night, with all our 
five members present. 

Looking back I suppose the outcome was a foregone 
conclusion for, as we must have known what would 
happen. we decided unanimously to keep going. letting 
our light, dim as il was, shine for a few more months 
when a definite decision would have to be made. 

Then, out of the blue, within twelve months we had 
a membership of eleven with two enthusiastic applicants 
for membership wailing. Our average weekly attendance 
is now eleven and we can and do now undertake team 
jobs which had been previously impossible through lack 
of numbers but never through lack of enthusiasm. 

Don't ask how or why it happened: it just did. One 
new contact was first made. and if I may use the obvious 
cliché, like the rings in a pond from a pebble thrown in, 
we just extended. lt was as simple as that. 

There must be a moral in this story somewhere: any 
Branch which finds itself in similar straits will easily find 
it. after all the others need not bother to look. 


* Men at Work 


DAVID G. THOMAS 


rY“HE NOVEMBER FOG blanketed our fenland and 
through the opaque mists a small mixture of mea 
could be seen approaching an old wooden garage set in 
4 row of garages. The others obviously contained cars 
and vans, but this particular one provided the reason for 
Pies of humanity on such a damp and cheerless 
night. 
_The garage unlocked, and our Secretary having lit a 
tilley lamp. work can now commence. By the feeble light 
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of the Jamp an impartial observer could have seen the 
logs of wood thrown across two trestles, while muscular 
masculinity in the shape of the Jobbie, the Pilot, the 
Treasurer. and one of the members proceeded to get to 
work with two cross-cuts. 


Four men are each busy chopping up the sawn off 
portions of the logs, and tying them up into neat bundles. 


The worthy Chairman and Secretary are violently 
struggling to split an outsize log with the aid of hammers 
and chisels while the background to this scene of men 
at work is a genuine relic of yesteryear, proud possession 
of the Fete Committee, a barrel organ, survivor of the 
Italian operators and their monkeys, Edwardian ladies, 
moustacheode gentlemen, hansom cabs, and the whole 
romance of a world before the lights went out over 
Europe. 

Suddenly, the steady thrum of the cross-cut and the 
staccato chopping is broken by the cacophony of noise 
occasioned by the barrel organ being wound up and set 
into providing “music while you work”. 


The dimly lit walls of the garage are beginning to be 
superimposed by stacks of bundled wood for kindling 
and the sometime large pile of logs is steadily dwindling 
under the united efforts of men not working for money. 
but inspired by love for their fellows. 


The murky scene, with the November fog doing its 
best, but failing, to dampen the enthusiasm for work is 
now broken by a fresh sound from outside the shed. Two 
hours solid work has already been done and it is time 
for the break which hard work has earned. So outside, 
the Branch Secretary turned cook, has made a field 
kitchen with scrounged bricks and the discarded shavings 
and bits of wood rejected by the eagle-eyed Jobbie. The 
pleasant crackling of firewood is further enlivened by the 
spluttering of sausages in a greasy and somewhat black- 
ened frying pan and mixed with onions brought by the 
Chairman. 
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This concoction, put between bridge rolls to create the 
Toc H Woodchoppers’ version of hot dogs and washed 
down with tea thoughtfully provided by the Jobbie’s 
parents just down the road, gives a final impetus to the 
handful of men who put in a further three-quarters of 
an hour with a will. 

The close of the meeting, fittingly, is the Ceremony of 
Light, and the bustle ceases and the work must rest until 
next week, being pushed along so that firewood will not 
have to be chopped by the old and infirm. 


Thus the tilley lamp extinguished, the saws stacked, the 
members muffled up once again against the groping 
fingers of the fog, quiet falls on the scene marked now 
only by the smouldering embers of the field kitchen out- 
side the garage and the vague shapes of this mixture of 
men returning to their homes. 


Toe H in a School 


ALAN HILL 


N A RECENT TRIP to the Midlands I visited 

what is a most unusual unit of Toc H, whose 
members are, with one exception, schoolboys at Welling- 
borough Grammar School. most of whom are sixteen or 
under. 


I was met at the school gates by the group’s fifteen- 
year-old Secretary, ANTHONY Jones, who showed me to 
the school library and introduced me to each member of 
the group in turn. After tea and chocolate biscuits the 
meeting got off to a prompt start. I was immediately 
impressed with the efficient handling of the meeting by 
the Chairman, who, reading from a short agenda, asked 
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each of the group’s officers to make their reports. This 
they did with commendable brevity. To hear the Treasu- 
rer talking easily about No. | and No. 2 banking accounts 
was quite an experience! It was obvious from their 
reports that they were most knowledgeable about Toc H 
and quite familiar with tts procedure. 


Their Rushlight was then produced and the Ceremony 
of Light taken. I have seldom been so deeply impressed. 


After | had spoken to them about the work of the 
Schools Department, the Chairman again took over for 
question time and I was asked many intelligent and 
sometimes very shrewd questions about Toc H in Schools. 


The Meeting closed with carefully chosen prayers. 


The group has thirteen members and the Geography 
Master. Officers change every term, except the Secretary 
who is elected annually. I am sure that this sharing of 
the Offices accounted for the smoothness of reporting of 
business. Their programme is quite varied and includes : 
Visiting speakers, discussions on magazine articles, in- 


124 Toc H Journar 


dividual items by members. debates, films and visits to 
other Branches. 

Two hospitals are visited once a week for distribution 
of library books and magazines. Parcels are distributed 
regularly to elderly people in need by members. (Each 
parcel contains about 5s. worth of groceries). The parcels 
are not merely handed over as the boys spend some time 
talking with the old people. A Jumble Sale is held 
annually to help pay for the parcels. 


The members of the group would be the first to 
acknowledge the support they receive from the local 
Branches and District Team and financial aid from the 
Wellingborough Charities Fete. 

It is vastly encouraging to see these young men running 
a Toc H group which is such a credit to the Movement, 
but—it is the only one of its kind in the country. The 
group was started by Steve Regis, now an Old Boy of 
the school and a former member of Toc H Staff. With 
the help and encouragement of local Branches it continues 
as a vigorous unit, with the boys running everything 
themselves. 


There is no real reason why this group should remain 
unique but it does mean that a Branch which is close to 
an affiliated School has a tremendous responsibility in 
facing up to the challenge which this implies. 


TOC H TIES 


An alteration has been made to the ties of modern design 
bearing miniature Lamps. These are now being produced with 
fewer Lamps on a black ground. instead of navy blue. Supplies 
will be available at the month-end in All Rayon 12s. 3d., 
Terylene 14s. 9d. and All Silk 17s. 11d. Plus postage 6d. 

The Club Stripe pattern tie still remains on sale in three 
qualities: Non-crease Weave 8s. 9d., Terylene 10s. 6d. and 
All Silk 13s. 11d. 


Both styles are obtainable direct from the Official Out- 
fitters, C. R. Thompson Ltd., 41 Railway Approach, London 
Bridge. S-E.1. 


Printed by Geo. Marshall & Co. Lrd.. London. S.E.1. 
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Advertisers 
Manufacturers of a wide range of articles of interest to 
our readers will find the JOURNAL pages helpful in mak- 
ing their goods and services known. Enquiries about 
space and charges will be welcomed by Stan Waters, 
who handles our advertising, at Messrs. Arthur H. 


Wheeler & Co., St. Stephen's House. Victoria Embank- 
ment, London, S.W.1. 
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The Toc H JOURNAL is published m 


a yar The April issue Is a double 
no August number, A subscription can commenc i 
any issue and costs only 9s. it 


N.B.—A price concession to 7 


S. 6d. per dozen, post free 
'S Made to Branches ordering a Minimum of ane dozen. 
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